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e Weeds, which beroken the Land 


& 


© "Mould, a. ſhow'dall ground intended 


Choice of the Soil. 
Caf 


oo Lay Ground, or Land 
that promiſes a good Crop of 

Bar'ey, will produce good Flax; old 
Potatoe ground may alſo do very 
Well, when properly prepar'd. But 
Lands newly Dunged, or ſuch as 
abcund with Flags, Ruſhes, or other 


being wet or Spuey, will not do for 

Fax; Hot Sandy Ground and that 
which is inclined to Turf, are alſo | 
quite improper for this Crop. 


| Plowing and preparing the Ground. 

A ground ought to be Fallowv- 
ed, and receive as many Plow- P 

- ings and Harrowings, as are neceſ- | 5 
fary to reduce it into a very fine 


for Flax; and betore you ſow your 
N deed 
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(3) 
Seed let all the Clods be broken 
fmall, and the Stones and Needs be 
carefully taken off the Ground 
Deep and Kich ground, not too 

moiſt, ſhou'd be Plowed Shaliow, 
about four inches drep will he ſuffici- 
ent, tbe Kidges very broad and flat, 
and the Furtows Sh allow; and it 
there is any danger of Water tailing 
on it from higher grounds, let ſuch 
Water be diverted another Way. 

Loamey Soil ly ing flit ſhou'd be 
Plowed deeper, the Ridges allo. 


ſhou d be narcower (ſay eight or ten 


feet and the Furrows deeper, to 
carry off the Water, which lying an 
the grouad will ruin the Flax. 

Clay ground lying flat mult be 
Plowed deep in proportion to the 
Stifaz(s of the CI, anc have th. 0 
Plovings at leaſt; he firit in the 

N common 


141 
common Seaſon for Fallowing, the 
ſecond a Croſs the former, in Sep- 
tember or October, then mult it be 
extiemely well Harrowed, not only 
to make the Ground fine, but to ga- 
ther the Weeds and Grals, which are 
to be ſo placed, as to be plowed 
down at the third Plowing, and this 
Jaſt ſhou'd be done the latter end of 
March or in Apr“: The Ridges on 
the third Plowing ſhou'd run the 
ſame way as the fuft, and be higher | 
or lower, and the Furrows deeper or 
ſhallower, in proportion to the 
Stifnels of the Soil. : 
And proper Drains muſt be made 
between the Furrows to communi- 
cate with each other, ſo as e ffectually 
to carry off all Water from the 
ground, after this your Land muſt 


de fincly harrowed ,and clear'd from 


all 


EB 


the all Lumps, Stones, and Weeds, as 


ep- before directed, then is your ground 
be fir to receive the Seed. 

> Seed and Sowing. 

are 6 000 Seedis generally of a 
ved CZ Brownith Yellow colour, the 
this Husk or Grain, thick and plump, 
| of the Kernel white and hard, with 
on theendofeach grain alittle inclined 
the to turn up; Bad Seed is more flat or 
her | broad, ofa paler Yellow, or inclined 
r or to Black; Lhe beſt we now receive 
the from Foreign parts, is from the 


* B:itifſh Collonics in America, and 
xrticularly from New-Yorke, and JS 
Philadelphia, which is found to {YN 
Anſwer much better in Ireland, than F 
any trom Holland or Germany do. | 8 
The quantity of Seed to a Plan- | \ 

F 


tation Acre of good medling Land, 
| I rather 
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zather Coarſe than Rich, is from 
three Buſhels and an half to four 
Buſhels; where the Land is rich 
and ſtrong, as in moſt parts of the 
Counties of Tipperary and Lime: ict, 
four Buſhels and an half may do very 
well. But nothing is more Jnjurious 
to flax than ſowing the ſeed too thick, 
as it cannot then become ſtrong, or 
Ripen well, bur generally lodges, 
and rots before ripe. Great care is 
neceſſary to have your Seed ſown 
equally thick, which is an Art only 
to be attain'd by Practiſe; when 
your Seed is ſown, Buſh-Harrow it 
lightly, diſengaging your Harrow as 
often as needtul from the Graſs, or 
Weeds it may gather, which, carry 
off the ground; Ihen vcu'd ir be 
proper to Roll it with a wooden 
Roller, drawn by a light Horſe, but 


this muſt be done in dry Weather 


Qoly. VWeeding. 


| 


Ar Flax muſt be carefully 
ä wedd when four or five Inches 
high, and it is better to cut the 
Weeds at the Root with a ſharp 
Knife than to pull chem, as pulling 
Weeds is apt to looſe the Flax, and 
hurts it much; Your Crop cannot 
be injured by lying upon it while it 
is weeding, but ſtanding, or walking 
on it ſpoils the Flax, It ſometimes 
becomes neceſſary ro Weed. the 
Flax a ſecond time, but this ſhow'd 
not be done after it is fix or ſeven 


Inches high, 


Pulling and Rippling. 


12 know when your Flax is ripe; 
or fit for Pulling, obſerve when 


the Boughs, or Bowls, are turn 
-Brown, and the leaves towards the 
Roots 


8) 


Roots grow Yellow, and fall froill 
the Stalk, then Pull it: Obſerving 


carefully ro keep the Roots all one 


way, and as even as poſſible: And 
to pul] the fineſt Flax by it ſelf, arid 
the coarleſt by it ſelf, and keep them 
ſeperare througli the wholeRotting, 

or Watering, becanſe the ,Coarle 
Flax is much ſoonerRotred than the 
fine: And if they are pulled and 


Rotted together promilcuoully, the 


Coarſe Flax may be much injured, or 
nearRotten before the fine is K otted. 
Tye your Flax up as it is pulled, 
in ſuch (mall ſheaves as a Man can 
conveniently hold in his Hand ro 
Ripple; and then the Teeth of the 
Comb will eaſily admitt the whole 


handful to pals down to the board 


on which the Comb is fixed: theſe 


ſnea ves, when Rippled, may be en- 


larged 


„ 
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larged, beſore you carry your Flax 
to Water, to the ſize of a Mans 
Leg, or tather larger. 


Watcring. 
{A} Atering, or Rating your Flak 
is the niceſt and moſt diffi- 
cult part of your Work; To do it 
properly, preat regard muſt be had 
to 


ing Water is certainly the beſt; ſuch 


as Freſh Water Lakes, or Lotighs g 
where theſe cannot be had, Fonds 
muſt be made; either in Clay or 
Grarelly Ground, and miiſt be ſd 
2 that they may be filled; and 
kept full of Water the dryeſt Siitns 
mer; and that from ſome Kiining 
ſtream if poſlible, for the fofter the 
Water is, the better. Theſe Ponds 
ſhou d be about 4 feet wide, and 
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not leſs than 5; feet deep and may be 
of any convenient length, ſo that 
the depth of Water be equal fron 
end to end of the Pond. 

, Runing ſtreams are improper; 
becauſe, if ſwift, they will tear the 
Harl from the Bunn or ſtem, and 
reduce your quantity of Flax. Hard 
Water that partakes of any mineral 
is quite unfit for your purpoſe; and 
Bog Water ſhou'd not = uſed, as it 
generally ſtains the Flax with a diſ- 
agreeable Colour, which the beſt 
Bleaching cannot recover. 
Your watering Ponds being thus 
prepared lect them be ſometime fill- 
ed, thatthe Water may have time 
to ſoften, Lay your Flax in Ranges 
over each other until you raiſe it 
within 14 or 15 Inches of the furface 
of the Water, cover it then with 
= BY . Ferny 


„ ma os yg wy a+ ou} Way pa Was 7 


(m] 


Ferns two or three Inches thick, 
and over that lay ſtones ſufficient 
to keep all under Water. Care 
ſhou'd be taken to have the Ponds 
kept conſtantly full of Water, tho' 
noCurrent ſhou'd run through them, 
leſt it Check the Fermentation, and 
render the Watering more tedious. 
When your Flax has been three 
or four days in Water, ſome few 
ſtraws ſhou'd be drawn out, which 
bend, it they break readily, and the 
Harl quits the ſtraw, or Bunn, the 
Flax is ſufficiently Water'd ; But 
if the ſtraw does not readily break, 
nor the Harl quit the Bunn, Then 
muſt you repeat the Experiment 
twice a day, until you find it ſuffici- 
ently Water; d. No ſtated time can 
be fixed for watering Flax, as it 


depends much on the quality of 


E 2 the, 
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tho Water, as well as on the Heut, 
or Coldneſs of the Weather ; In 
warm Weather it will Rar much 
ſooner than in Cold Weather. 
Your fine and Coarſe Flax ſhou'd 
ever be water'd (: perately as the fine 
will require more time than the 
Coarſe ; if Water'd together, your 
coarſe Aax( (as mention'd beforePage 
$) will be much injured, if not Kor- 
ren, before the fine be water'd. 

If you wou d have any of your Flax 
2 ſilver Blue, you may, by Rating it 
in the ſame pond that a former par- 
cel was water'd in, giving it longer 
time for rating and no more ſupplies 
ot water than vill cover the ſtones; 
Let as little water run over che 
Banks as poſſible. 
A Deeper Blue may be made by 


Katin 8. 


Water, that the ver Blues were 
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Rating a third parcel in the ſame 


raced in, I his is ſometimes done in 


{neland for Threads, w hich require 
po other Dye. 


Graſſing Flax. 


H E N your Flax is ſufficiently 

water' d, and clean waſh'd ous 
of your Pond, or Lough; take off 
the Bands and ſpread it very 
thin on a new mowed Meadow, or 
other ſhort Grals, keeping the roots 
(as on pulling) all one way, and as 
even as poſhble, leave a ſpace be- 


tween your firſt and ſecond rows, 
about the length of a ſheaf,or more, 


to preſerve room for turning it on 


the Grals. 


Whea you obſerve that the aps 
per part of your flax, by means ok 
the rains, or Dew, has attain'd a 


cod 
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ood Colour, turn ĩt with great care, 
y putting a rod or wand, under ag 
much as you can eaſily raiſe at once, 
and laying it on the fide that vas vp 
before; until this laſt ſide ſhall ac- | r 
quire the ſame Colour ofthe firſt. 
In caſe you ſee the Graſs grow | © 
long chrough the Flax, before it is fl 
of a proper white Colour, then raiſe 
it a little towards the top of the 
Graſs with a wand, leſt it Mildew by 
lying too long, which the Air by 
getting under it will prevent. 1 


Cautions on Graſſing Flax. 


OU will ſometimes have part 
of your Flax on the Graſs that 

has not been ſufficienly rated; To 
diſcover this take a little of the Flax 
you ſuſpect to be under water'd, and 
holding one Hand above the other, 
* a little diſtance ; Cruſh the Flax 
| between, 
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middle and carried Home. 
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between both Hands, and rib i it 3 
And if the Bunn, or inſide, breaks 
readily, and rhe Harl, or rine, ſepe- 
rates well from it, all is right. Bur 
if otherwile, this Flax muſt lye longer 
on the Grals, until the Bunn breaks 
freely, and parts on rubing as above. 
On the other Hand, if your Flax 
ſhou'd have continued a little too 
long in the Pond, and is over rated; 


Oblerve in a day or two after Gicſ / 


ſpreading on the Graſs, when it be- 
eomes ſtiff, whither the Harl does 
of it ſelf quit the Bunn, or Whither 
a (talk will ſtrip from . to end, an 


if the Bunn breaks; Such Fla 


ſhou'd immediately be ſet up in 
ſheaves on the Butts in the Field, 


bound very looſe at the upper end. 


and ſo remain until quite dry, then 


ſhou'd it be tighter bound in the 


Rais 
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| Joaper an theGrab chan t vd vr three 


| yaſren to preſerve them fo ; until 4 — time ms ; 
and not 


K 16 7 
vill not hurt yourIax ſlanda 
on the | Hitats in che field, yet | 
ſhaplid it not belleſt out longer than 

adiy day ufferi td catry it home 
where it ſhou d be caretully preſerved: 
from wet, ot. dam of any Kind. 

.Fhe/aber bines;nd any Flax HMatia 
darker Blues ſHauld be well rotted 
ia the Pond, as it mutt nat remain 


aps, juſt ro-ſtiffen it; when: this is 


done put ĩt on the Burts, and ſtook 


in the e toll TO Cars 


Home. 51 (2 
TI Having Flagclued: - 2 
Sk AN your Bowls from all Leeves 4#d-talli 


ſoon as may be after Ripplio them ve 
either on Cloths in the Sun 912000 by — 
&, or Flbors 1 well Aird keeping the ſeed 
wiz all together, Airing and tornipg them: or Sun ny 
, every day until quite dry; 4 frequent 


fare) you s re to ſeperate the ſeed from th 
„ldd clean the Seed EifeQualy. N +5144 
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